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PRESS RELEASE 23rd March 2015 

 

CHARITY TAKES ON CHELTENHAM CHALLENGE 

TO CREATE CHALLENGING DAYS OUT 

 

The Door Youth Project, based in Stroud, is encouraging local people to take part 

in the multi-terrain Cheltenham running event on the 21st June to enable them 

to continue to support young people and their families, doing so through things 

including creating Challenging Days Out for the young people they work with. 

 

The Door exists because they believe in the potential of every person - every 

young person and their parents need to feel, safe, happy and with the best 

possible opportunity to feel valued.  The charity offers a daily drop-in providing 

a safe place for young people to socialise in Stroud High Street.  They also 

provide training to assist young people get back into education or employment 

and family support, working with parents of young people to get their lives back 

on track. 

 

For one teenager, aged just 17, The Door has given her hope for the future.  With 

a difficult family life, a break down in relations with her parents, she had been 

excluded from several schools before she was taken in by The Door.  Now not 

only has she developed her incredible talent for carpentry but she is also hoping 

to train as a Youth Worker.  'It's an amazing place,' she says.  'I don't know where 

I'd be without them as I have had a really tough few months.  I plan to run the 5k 

distances in the Cheltenham Challenge to raise money for the people who have 

given me my life back.' 
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Annie Hamblett-Clarke works on the Youth Intervention Team at 

The Door.  'I believe I was led to get involved in this amazing 

charity.  I too have had a difficult life and wanted to give up on many occasions.  

However, now, I am doing a job I am so passionate about, it fills me with joy to 

see how when these young people have someone who believes in them they have 

the strength to try something new in their life.  I work with five other Youth 

Workers and together we encourage people like Charlie to develop news skills 

whilst teaching them the fundamentals such as Math's and English.  We have an 

art studio, music and recording studio, IT/Media room, our carpentry workshop.  

Now are all getting fit, ready to take part in the Challenge in June.' 

 

Barrie Voyce, Chief Executive Officer at The Door Youth Project comments: 

 

'I'm really excited that The Door Youth Project has become a partner charity for 

the 2015 Cheltenham Challenge.  The event is a great opportunity for the young 

or old, fit or no-so-fit, serious runner to casual walker, to enjoy a day out, take in 

some of the area's most beautiful scenery and raise important funds for one of 

the excellent partner charities. 

 

At The Door, we meet hundreds of young people and families each year who face 

challenges, whether it be needing ongoing intensive support, help with their 

education, or a safe space to socialise and have the benefit of positive role 

models, we're on hand to help them overcome those challenges. By taking part in 
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the Cheltenham Challenge people can join us in that vision. 

 

Any serious runner will know, you can only complete a Challenge like a 10k run 

with dedication, hard work, and the support of someone alongside you on the 

journey.  The Door Youth Project provides young people and families with that 

too!  I'd encourage everyone to have a go at the Cheltenham Challenge on 21st 

June - it will be lots of fun and through nominating The Door as your charity of 

choice you can raise vital funds to help us support those young people in need.   

 

We would like to use any money raised to try and put a Summer Activity 

programme together.  This focuses on activities which the young people involved 

would not normally get the opportunity to go on, such as rock climbing, Go Ape, 

Kayaking etc.  These activities would be a real personal challenge for them.  

 

Money raised would be used for supporting local young people and their 

families, things including summer trips and 'School Outings' in our Hope 

Training.  Last summer we took a group to Weston Super Mare for the day.  For 

all it was the first time they had experienced going to the seaside and for many it 

was the first time they had travelled out of the immediate area from where they 

live.  The Door Youth Project would like to be able to offer many more days out 

like this to show the youngsters we work with that there is a wonderful world to 

be part of.' 

 

The Cheltenham Challenge is organised by Gloucestershire charity County 
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To find out more about taking part in the Cheltenham Challenge 

visit www.CheltenhamChallenge.org.uk and further information about The Door 

can be found at www.thedooryouthproject.org.uk. 

 

- E N D S - 

 

Photo Opportunity: 
 
To arrange photos of the young people and staff working at The Door Youth 
Project, contact Harry Gardner on 01453 756745 . 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
For further information relating to County Community Projects or the 
Cheltenham Challenge, please contact Michelle Heather at Pink Elephant 
Marketing on 01242 230524 or 07885 580448, email: 
info@pinkelephantmarketing.co.uk 
 
 


