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PRESS RELEASE UPDATED 
 

 19th November 2014 

 

 

2015 CHELTENHAM CHALLENGE REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
 

Registration for the 2015 multi-terrain Cheltenham Challenge is now open and organisers of 

the event, County Community Projects are hoping that next year's race will be the best ever.   

 

Starting and finishing at Cheltenham Racecourse on Sunday 21st June 2015, the Challenge 

offers participants the chance to choose one or all four distances: 5k, 10k, half and full 

marathon over a scenic route.  For the very serious runners, they can take on the ultimate 

Ultra Challenge running a distance of 75k in total. 

 

For this years Challenge, County Community Projects will be promoting not only their charity 

but other partner charities: the Alzheimer's Society, LINC, MS Society, National Star College, 

The Door Youth Project in Stroud and Young Minds, (a leading UK charity committed to 

improving the emotional wellbeing and mental health of children and young people).  Over 

recent years, this multi terrain run has raised over £525,000 for more than 75 charities. 

 

Cordell Ray, CEO of County Community Projects says:  "We are delighted to work with these 

four charities to promote the work they do and encourage people to take part in the 

Cheltenham Challenge to raise money for these organisations as well as our own." 

 

LINC Fundraising Manager, Karen Organ says:  "LINC are delighted to be one of the charities 

that has been chosen to benefit from people taking on the Cheltenham Challenge.  We 

hope as many people as possible will come along, raising sponsorship to support local 

cancer patients and their families." 
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Alzheimer's Society Events Fundraising Officer, Jess Ferman says "Alzheimer's Society is 

delighted to be one of the charity partners for this exciting event.  We hope our involvement 

will raise awareness of the problem and scale of dementia, both in the Gloucestershire region 

and nationally.  With enthusiastic runners and walkers joining our team, we can continue to 

lead the fight against dementia." 

 

Community Fundraiser Jade Zelkowicz from London based YoungMinds "is thrilled to be part 

of the Cheltenham Challenge 2015!  We are a small charity trying to make a big difference 

and would not be able to continue our vital work improving the emotional wellbeing and 

mental health of children and young people without the support of many generous 

individuals and groups taking part in events like this.  Mental health is often stigmatised, 

especially in children and young people due to the lack of understanding around this 

overlooked issue.  Raising awareness as well as funds is extremely important to our 

organisation and having the opportunity to be a charity partner in this event provides 

another platform to promote the work that we do, helping us to continues to make a big 

difference nationally."   

 

“Over 100,000 people across the UK live with multiple sclerosis which is the most common 

neurological condition in young adults," says Andy Jarrett, area fundraiser for the MS Society. 

"Most people are diagnosed between the ages of 20 and 40. It is amazing that the MS 

community has been chosen as one of the charity partners of this brilliant event which will 

help fund research and the fight for better treatment and care to allow people with the 

condition to take control of their lives.” 

 

Harry Gardner, Fundraiser for The Door Youth Project:  ''It's great to be working alongside such 

worthy charities, money raised through this event will make such a significant difference to 

the lives of young people and their families across the Stroud District'' 
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Kate Green, Director of Fundraising (National Star) quoted:  "Everyone here at National Star is 

thrilled to be a charity partner of the Cheltenham Challenge 2015 and we thank them for this 

opportunity.  We would like to thank all our friends in the community who choose to 

challenge themselves at this brilliant event in aid of National Star, and which is so local to the 

charity.  Your efforts will go towards supporting a life changing environment that allows 

people with complex disabilities to realise their potential, gaining vital skills that will enable 

them to lead a more independent life. We wish everyone who takes part in the event every 

success." 

 

Local companies such as Water Cooler World, Cheltenham Fencing and Endsleigh Insurance 

are already supporting the 2015 Cheltenham Challenge. 

 

Mark Ratcliffe, Community & Engagement Officer from Endsleigh Insurance Services Ltd 

comments:  "We are delighted to be involved once again with the Cheltenham Challenge 

and working with County Community Projects and their various charity partners to make the 

2015 a great success.  I am encouraging members of staff to take on a number of running 

challenges as well as getting actively involved in supporting a refreshment station.  I would 

encourage local people to take up the Challenge and help these charities in the vital work 

they all do." 

 

Registration to take part in the Cheltenham Challenge has already opened.  Visit 

www.cheltenhamchallenge.org.uk to find out more. 

Twitter:  @CheltChallenge 

Facebook:  /CheltChallenge 

 

- e n d s - 
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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: 

 

Meet representatives from CCP, the charity partners and company sponsors at Endsleigh 

Insurance Services Ltd, Shurdington Road, Cheltenham on MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2014 at 

10.30 am. 

 

ATTENDEES ON THE 1ST DECEMBER 2014: 

 

Dave Jones, CCP 

Andy Jarrett, Area Fund Raiser, MS Society 

Ms Wendy Price, Chair Cheltenham & North Cotswold branch of MS Society 

Anne Beech, Fundraising runner from the MS Society 

Dr Gill Rouse and Karen Organ from LINC 

Adrian Williams, Regional Community Fundraiser, Alzheimer's Society plus two guests 

Harry Gardner, Fundraiser and Pat Pudepatt from the Door Youth Project 

Graham Watling Cheltenham Fencing 

Michael from Water Cooler World 

 

 

For further information please visit www.cheltenhamchallenge.org.uk or contact Dave Jones 

at CCP on 07850736401. 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY 

 

 One in three people over 65 will develop with dementia 

 Alzheimer's Society research shows that 850,000 people in the UK have a form of 

dementia, more than half have Alzheimer's disease.  In less than 10 years a million people 

will be living with dementia.  This will soar to 1.7 million people by 2015. 

 Alzheimer's Society champions the rights of people living with dementia and the millions 

of people who care for them.  Working in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 

Alzheimer's Society has a plan to deal with dementia. Help us support people to live well 

today and fight for a world without dementia tomorrow. 

 You can donate by calling 0845 306 0898 or visiting alzheimers.org.uk 

 
LINC 

 

 LINC, the Leukaemia and Intensive Chemotherapy Fund (Reg. Charity No 1078183) is a 

Cheltenham charity supporting leukaemia and other cancer patients from 

Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and South Worcestershire, and their families. It was started  

 by Dr Bob Dalton & Dr Gill Rouse in 1998 to help patients who were undergoing intensive 

chemotherapy and stem cell transplant for their disease – treatment that involves a long 

http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
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 The charity gives financial aid to those in difficulty as a result of their illness, provides 

equipment and funds both a clinical psychologist and a PhD leukaemia research student. 

 For further information visit www.lincfund.org 

 

MS SOCIETY 

 

 Multiple Sclerosis, a condition of the central nervous system, affecting more than 100,000 

people in the UK.  Every one of them shares the uncertainty of life with MS.  MS is usually 

diagnosed in your 20s or 30s; news that can be scary and heart breaking.  The condition 

can get steadily worse, or symptoms can come and go unpredictably throughout your 

life. 

 The MS Society is continually fighting for better treatment and care to help people with 

MS take control of their lives.  The charity funds research and through continuous fund 

raising, they have already made important breakthroughs and advances in the 

treatment of MS. 

 With over 300 branches nationwide, the MS society relies on volunteers and fund raisers to 

help continue their vital work. 

 www.mssociety.org.uk OR telephone 0808 800 8000  

 

 

YOUNG MINDS 

 

For further information please contact Jade Zelkowicz jade.zelkowicz@youngminds.org.uk 

YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving the emotional wellbeing and 

mental health of children and young people. For further information go to 

www.youngminds.org.uk. 

 

YoungMinds, Suite 11, Baden Place, Crosby Row, London, SE1 1YW 

 

YoungMinds Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 

Keep up to date with YoungMinds – follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook  

 

THE DOOR YOUTH PROJECT 

 

Gloucestershire based charity The Door Youth Project believes in the potential of every 

person.  The Door exists because every young person and their parents need to feel, safe, 

happy and with the best possible opportunity to feel valued.   

 

The charity offers a daily drop-in providing a safe place for young people to socialise in 

Stroud High Street.  They also provide training to assist young people get back into education 

or employment and family support, working with parents of young people to get their lives 

http://www.mssociety.org.uk/
mailto:jade.zelkowicz@youngminds.org.uk
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://twitter.com/YoungMindsUK
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=114977628530013
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Please take part in the Cheltenham Challenge as The Youth Door Project relies on voluntary  
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donations to help disadvantaged young people and their families, to give them hope for the 

future.  For further information visit www.thedooryouthproject.org.uk   

 

NATIONAL STAR COLLEGE 

For almost 50 years we have been best known for our work at National Star College, where 

we recognise that every young person is different.  Drawing on our experience and expertise 

we help unlock the potential of every individual we work with, regardless of the severity of 

their disability.  As a result of significant advances in life-saving emergency medicine, the 

demand for our services is increasing significantly, and we are working with young people 

with increasingly complex needs. 

 

We want to remove the barriers these young people face and allow them to make the same 

life choices that others take for granted.  Our Ofsted Outstanding specialist education and 

other services for young people with challenging disabilities are primarily funded through 

government sources.  However, the expansion of our provision, our exceptional facilities and 

the specialist equipment that create an environment where life changing opportunities 

become a reality is only made possible thanks to the generosity of our supporters.   

 

As we expand our services we are helping even more young people discover the equipment 

and abilities they need to communicate freely, and develop the self-confidence and life skills 

they need to live as independently as they can.   As a charity we depend on the vision of our 

supporters to enable us to really make that difference.  Registered Charity Number: 220239.  

For more information please go to www.natstar.ac.uk 

 

http://www.natstar.ac.uk/

